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A violet was found under Fagus crenata forest 
on the southern slope of Mt. Fuji, central Japan in 
2003. This violet is morphologically intermediate 
between Viola eizanensis Makino and V. 
shikokiana Makino and is therefore recognized as 
a hybrid derivative of the two species. 
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Yuichi Kadota: Aconitum gassanense (Ranunculaceae) Newly Found in the Asahi 
Mountains, Yamagata Prefecture, Northern Japan 
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Fig. 1. Aconitum gassanense Kadota & Shin’ei Kato newly found from the Asahi 
Mountains, northern Japan (Photo by Ms. Hideko Takenami on 30 August 2004). 
Aconitum gassanense is similar to A. japonicum subsp. subcuneatum but the for¬ 
mer is distinguished from the latter by having membranous leaves with deep-set 
veins, tall conical helmets, slender and long nectary spurs and thin pericarp. 
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Aconitum gassanense Kadota & Shin’ei Kato 
in J. Jpn. Bot. 78: 16, figs. 1-3 (2003)—Hasunu- 
na & Kadota in J. Jpn. Bot. 79: 207 (2004). 

Specimens examined: JAPAN: Honshu; 
Yamagata Pref., Nishi-Murayama-gun, Nishi- 
kawa-machi, Asahi Mountains, Mt. Ryugatake, 
alt. ca. 1000 m, 30 September 2004, Y. Kadota 
044154-044162 (TNS). 

Aconitum gassanense Kadota & Shin’ei Kato 
(a diploid species) described from Mts. Gassan, 
Yamagata Pref., northern Japan has now also 
been found in Mt. Ryugatake, Asahi Mountains, 


Yamagata Pref. This aconite was found growing 
along small streams along montane summer- 
green scrubs at the elevation of ca. 1000 m. In the 
area only three small populations composed of 
several individuals were observed. 

It was found that another aconite, A. japonicum 
Thunb. subsp. subcuneatum (Nakai) Kadota (a 
tetraploid species), grows sympatrically with A. 
gassanse at the sites. The occurrence of inter¬ 
mediate forms between the two aconites were not 
confirmed. It is considered that the two species of 
aconites do not hybidize with each other because 
of the difference of ploidy level. There must be 
sexual isolation between the two species. 




